Cochrane Complementary Medicine Field

2022 Methods Bursary Scheme
Call for Methods Applications
The Cochrane Complementary Medicine Field, housed at the Center for Integrative Medicine at the University of Maryland School of Medicine, is pleased to announce we are now accepting applications for methods projects under the bursary scheme made possible through funds from the National Institutes of Health’s National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health. The purpose of this methods bursary scheme is to ensure that methodological projects relevant to the development of the evidence base in CAM are completed and disseminated. The bursary scheme funds are to be used to help support methods projects that require a small amount of funding to reach completion. Cochrane members, including staff of Cochrane groups and authors of Cochrane reviews, are invited to apply, but individuals who are not yet Cochrane members are also eligible for funding. 
Funding offered

· We will fund one proposal at up to $5,000 USD. If we receive multiple proposals of merit, we may fund multiple projects, however the total amount of funding under this opportunity is capped at $5,000. The funding must be paid directly to the individual bursary recipient; it cannot be paid to the recipient’s institution.
Eligibility requirements

· The topic of the methods project must relate to CAM. For this opportunity, CAM includes both interventions traditionally understood to be complementary or alternative (e.g., yoga, acupuncture) and also other approaches of interest to the CAM community (e.g., non-pharmacological interventions);

· The methods project must contribute to development or assessment of the evidence base on CAM-related interventions; and
· Bursaries will be targeted to projects for which substantial progress has already been made and whose completion and/or dissemination has been stalled due to a lack of funding. Note that we do not fund conference registrations or travel.
Proposal outline

Applications should include the following:

· Completed application form (required – available at: http://cam.cochrane.org/cochrane-complementary-medicine-bursary-scheme);
Assessment

Proposals will be rated on three criteria:

· Importance of and relevance to research in the area of CAM; 

· Assessment of the likelihood that the funding would ensure completion and dissemination of the project; and
· Perceived need for the funding to complete the project.
Each proposal will be rated by two representatives from the Cochrane Complementary Medicine Field, both with a sound knowledge of CAM-related methodological research.  

Timeline

Completed application forms must be received by the Complementary Medicine Field by 31 December 2022. All application forms should be e-mailed to Susan Wieland (swieland@som.umaryland.edu). Forms and letters sent by postal delivery or fax will not be accepted.  The successful candidate(s) will be notified by 31 January 2023.  Funds will be distributed to successful applicant(s) in a single installment, after the award notification.
